10th FErruaRry, 1803.

Read the firflt and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Com-

mittee: of the whole Houfe on Monday next.

A BILL

For establishing the Government of the Territory of Columbia.

ol

Be it ewaleD, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-
2 tives of the United States of America, in Congrefs alfembled,
8 That the governmeﬁt of the territory of Columbia with a refer-
4 vation of the conflitutional authority of congrefs over the fame)
5 thall be exercifed in manner following:

6 The powers of legiflation fhall be vefted in a houfe of reprefen-
7 tatives, to be chofen annually, and a fenate to be chofen bienni-
8 ally by ballot, by the- freemen, f;itizens of the faid territory,
9 in the feparate divifions into which it hereby- is, or hereafter

10 fhall be laid off, for that purpofe, each divifion ele&ing a num-
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(2)
ber of reprefentatives and fenators, proportioned to the number
of inhabitants therein, according to the ratio to be eftablifhed by
the legiflature from time to time, for which purpofe a cenfus fhall
be taken every fourth year at leaft; and whenever by an increafe

or decreafe of the number of inhabitants, the whole number of

the reprefentatives fhall exceed or fall below
‘the number of » or the whole number of fenators
fhall exceed or fall below the number of

the exifting ratio fhall be altered by the legiflature, fo as to
bring their refpe@tive numbers within thofe limits.

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatno perfon thall be cli-
gible as a member of either houfe of the legiflature of Columbia,
who fhall ’not have been in the quiet poffeffion of an eftate of
freehold, for three years atleaft next before his eleftion, or who
fhall not ha;ve been a refident of the territory for at leaft three
years, nor fhall any perfon be eligible to the fenate of the faid
territory, whofe freehold eftate does not amount to five hundred
dollars.

SeEct. 5. And be it Sfurther enacted, That every free white male
citizen of the United States, of the age of twenty-one years, re-
{iding within the territory and paying a tax to the {ame, thall be

a freeman of the territory, and having refided twelve calender

months in his eleftoral divifion, next preceding an election of

reprefentatives, and having paid taxes in the territory within that
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time, thall be capable of ele@ing reprefentatives and fenators of
his faid eletoral divifion.

SecT. 4. And be it further enacted, That each houfe fhall
choofe its own {peaker and other officers, and the legiflative
when convened, fhall by law prefcribe the time, places, and man-
ner of holding ele@ions. The firft meeting thall be on

and thereafter on

in every vear, and
at other times on its own adjournment, or the call of the Prefi-
dent of the United States. Each houfe fhall be the judge of
the qualifications and due ele@ion of its own members, and a
majority of each houfe fhall conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs,
but a {maller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be
authorized to compel the attendance of abfent members, in
fuch manner and under fuch penalties as the re{petive houfes
may have provided. Each houfe may determine the rules of its
proceedings, punifh its members for diforderly behavior, and with
the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a fecond
time for the fame caufe. Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its
proceedings, and from time to time publith the fame: ‘and the
yeas and nays of the members on every queftion, fhall at the de-
fire of one-fifth of thofe prefent, be entered on the journal.

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted, That no compenf{ation fhall
be allowed to the members of the houfe of reprefentatives, or of

the fenate, for their fervices, until it thall have been enadted into
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a law by a legiflature, and re-enaQed by a fecond legiflature,
after the intervention of an ele@ion, which compenfation fo al-
lowed, fhall be payable out of the treafury of the territory. They
fhallt in all cafes, except treafon, felony, or breach of the peace,
be privileged from arreft, during their attendance at the feffion
of the legiflature, and in going to and returning from the {fame,
and for any fpeech or debate therein, they fhall not be queftioned
in any other place. No member of either houfe fhall, during the
time for which he was elefted, be appointed to any civil office
under the territory, other than that of juftice of the peace, and
no perfon holding any office under the United States, or any office
under the territory, other than that of juftice of the peace, or in
the militia thereof, fhall be a member of either houfe during his
continuance in office.

SEcT. 6. And be it further enacted, Fhat every bill fhall, before
it becomes a law, have pafled botl houfes, and have had three
feveral readings in each, on three feveral days. Every bill or
refolution (except decifions or votes which refpect the members,
or officers of the houfe, and thefe only) fhall alfo before it be-
comes a law, or take effe@, be prefented to the Prefident of the
United States, if he approve he fhall frgn it, but if not, he fhall
return it with his objeflions te that houfe in which it originated,
who fhall enter the objections at large on their journal, but
in that cafe, it fhall not be a law. ¥ any bill fhall not be

returned by the Prefident within ten days, Sundays excepted,
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after it fhall have becn prefented to him, the fame {hall be g
law, in like manner as if he had figned the fame, unlefs the
houfes by their adjournment prevent its return, in which cafe
it fhall not be a law. And in all cafes and at all times, the legif-
lature of the United States fhall have a power to repeal by law,
but not to modify, any law paffed by the legiflature of the ter-
ritory.

Secr. 7. And be it further enacted, That the legiilature of the
territory fhall have power to pafs all laws which are not withheld
from it by this a&, nor from the flates of the union, by the con-

ftitution of the United States.
Sect. 8. And be it further enacted, That the privilege of the

writ-of Habeas Corpus fhall not be fufpended, uniefs when in

cafe of rebellion or invafion, the public fafety may require it. No

- bill of attainder or ex poft faCto law fhall be pafled. No money

- fhall be drawn from the treafury, but in confequence of appro-

priations made by law: and a regular ftatement and account of
receipts and expenditures of all public money, fhall be pub-
lithed from time to time.

Sect. 9. And be it further enacted, That the executive power
fhall be yefted in the Prefident of the United States.
- Sect. 10. And be it further enacted, That the Prefident of the '
United States fhall be commander in chief of the militia of the
territory, and fhall have power to grant reprieves and pardons

for offences againft the faid territory, and fhall appoint and com-
B
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miffion all officers of the territory, whofe appointment are nat
herein otherwife provided for, and which fhall be eftablithed by
law; but the legiflature may by law veft the appointment of any
fuch officers, (except the chancellor, judges of the fupreme and
inferior courts, juftices of the peace, militia officers, marfhal,

and attorney for the diftri¢t) as they think proper in other per-
fons, themfelves excepted. The Prefident may on extraordinary
occafions convene the legiflature; and fhall take care that the
laws be faithfully executed.

Sect. 11. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power fhall
be vefted in a fupreme court, to confift of not more than three
judges, a court of chancery, anpd such other inferior courts
#s the legiflature may from time to time ordain and eftablifh.
The judge or judges of the fupreme court, and the chancellor,
fhalt he nominated, and by and with the advice and canfent of the
fena:ue of the United States, fhall be appointed and commiffioned
by the Prefident of the United States ; and {hall hold their offices
during geod behavior; upon application hewever, of two fuc-
ceflive legiflatures, the Prefident thall have power to remove any
of the faid judges from office: they fhall at flated times receive
from the treafury of the United States, as a compenfation for
fervice the fum of » dallars, which fhall
not be dimini{ﬁed‘ during their continuance in office.

Secr. 19, And be it Jurther enacied, That no perfon fhall be

held to anfwer fora capital or otherwife infamous crime, unlefs
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.on a profentment or indiftment of a grand jury, except in the
militia when in atual fervice, in time of war or public dan-
ger. Nor fhall any person for the fame offence be fubje& to
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor fhall be com-
pelled in any criminal cafe to be a witnefs againft himfelf,
norbe deprived of life, liberty or property, withaut due procefs
of law, nor fhall private property be taken for public ufe without
juft compenfation. In all criminal profecutions the accufed fhall
enjoy th,e right of a fpeedy trial by an impartial jury of his
vicinage, to be informed. of the nature and caufe of the accufa-
tion, to be confronted with the witnefles againft him, to have
compulfory procefs to obtain witneffes in his fav.or, and to have
the affiftance of counfel for his defence. Exceflive bail thall not

be required, nor exceflive fines impofed, nor cruel and unufual

- punifhiments inflifted. In all fuits at common law where the

value in controver{y thall exceed twenty dallars, the right of a
trial by jury fhall be preferved.
Secr, 13. And be it further enacted, That no law thall be

wade re¢fpecling any eftablithment of religion, or prohibiting the

- free exercife thereof; or ai:ridging the fredom of {peech or of

the prefs; otherwife than hy a liability to private aftion for falf-
hood in point of fa¢t; or abridging the right of the people pratti-
cally to affemble and to petition for redrefs of grievances; nor

fhall the right -of the people to keep and bear arms be infringed;

nor fhall a foldier in time of peace be quartered in any houfe
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without the confent of the owner, nor in time of war but in a
manner to be prefcribed by law. The right of the people to be
fecure in their perfons, papers; and effefls, againft unreafonable
fearches and feizures, fhall not be violated,” and no warrant thall
iffue but upon probable caufe fupported by oath or affirmation,
and particularly defcribing the place to be fearched and the per-
fons to be feized.

Sect. 14. And be it further enacted, That the country parts
of the faid territory fhall not be taxed for buildings, improve-
ments, or accommodations, in any town or city, nor fhall any
town or city be taxed for thofe of another, except that the houfes
for the accommodation of the territorial government, (which are
hereby dire€ted to be in the city: of Wathington) may be built
and maintained out of the treafury of the territory, and thofe for
the government of a county .or other divifion, by affeffment on
the county or other divifion. . ‘

Sect. 15. And be it further enacted, That the legiflature of

thé territory of Columbia thall be and are hereby reftrained from

L

pafling any law for building a bridge or bridges over the Potomac

»tiver, or the Eaftern branch, ‘'of from doing any other a& or

‘thing, which- may in any way obftru&, impede, or injm:e' the na-

v,i.ga,ti‘on gf the faid rivers, or either of them. -And the faid legif-

- lature fhall be; and are hereby reftrained from’ paffing any law to

taife money from one county to make .or repair roads, highways

or bridges, in any other county but that from which fiach noney
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fhall belevied : nor fhall the legiflature of the faid territory pafs

‘any law fubjeQing vacant and unimproved city or town lots, or

any part thereof, being in faid tertitory, to be fold for the taxes
which may be impofed on'faid city or town lots.

 Sect. 16. And be it Jurther enacted, That for earrying this
government into operation, the faid territory of Columbia fhall
be parcelled into three eleforal divifions; the firft divifion to.
contain all that part of the territory taken from Maryland, lying
eaft of Rock creek, to eleét feven reprefentatives and fenators.
The fecond divifion to contain all the refidue of the territory, ly-
ing eaft of the Potomac river, together with the Ifland in faid
river, commonly called Mafon’s Iffand, to ele& repre-
fentatives and - fenators: ‘the third divifion to contain all

that part of the territory, lying weft of the river Potomac, fo eleé

reprefentatives and - {enators. And the mar-
fhal for the faid diftri& having given  days noetice, fhall
caufe to be affembled on the = day of - V at fuch

place in each divifion as he fhall appoint, all the free white male
inhabitants thereof, of twenty-one years of age, citizens of the
Uhnited States, who fhall have mﬁ&ed twelve calendar months
next preceding, in the faid territd;y, and then and there to eleét,
by ballot, fuch a number of reprefentativejs as the divifion in
which they then refide, is héréby"entitled to ele€t; butno Aperfon
fhall belpermitted to vote out of the divifien in which he fhall

then refide. And the faid marfhal, by himfelf and his deputies,
C ,
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a2 (fummoning two juftices of the peace for each- place of eledtion,
23 who are required to attend for the prefervation of the peace) fhall
24 hold the faid ele@ion, and be judges thereof, and make return
95 thereof to the Prefident of the United States, which faid reprefen-
26 tativés fhall, on the day of after their eleCtion, meet
27 at fuch place in the city of Wathington, as the Prefident of the
28 - United States fhall dire@, then and there to hold their {effion.
29 One calendar month after the end of their firft feffion, they fhall
20 meet at the fame place, or any other to which -they fhall have
31 . adjourned in the faid city, to hold their fecond feffion, days
32 after the end of which fecond feffion, the prefent government of
33 the faid territory, and all the offices and authorities exercifed
34 . under it, fhall ceafe; and fo much of all aéts of congrefs as
35 éuthorized the organization. and appointments now exifting,
36 thall ﬁand repealed : fa;Ve only that‘thc corporations and charters
87 exifting under the laws of Virginia, Maryland and the United
38 ° States, fhall remain in force, but fubje@t to fuch alterations as
39 -the legiflature of the territory fhall at any time make by law.
40 And the faid legiflature fhall make provifions for taking a cenfus
41 of the perfons ‘qualified as freemen by this a@, and for the
42" eleion of a new houfe of reprefentatives and fenate, according
43 1o the fame, to be aflembled on or before the - - day
44 of .. ©°_ at which time the offices of thofe firft
45 chofen fhall ceafe.
, ‘

BUANE & sON, PRINTERS.



